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PAUL'S PRAYER FOR THE EPHESIANS /, 
INT: Tennyson:"More things are wrought by prayer than 
the world dreams of. What are men better than 
sheep or goats .... that nourish a blind life 
within the brain, IF knowing God, they lift no 
hands of prayer both for themselves, and those 
who call them friends." 
Coleridg.e: "He prayeth best who loveth best." 
Owen: "He who prays as he ought will endeavor to 
live as he ought." 
LESSp N: Paul wa.s more than a. sheep or goat and 
did pray for HIS friends .... at Ephesus. 
I. 
v. 21. 
B. 3rd Journey begins: *Acts 18: 2 3. 
J/Apollos converted at Ephesus. 24-28. 
Ephesians learned about the ONE baptism. 
C. Paul's r~turn to Ephesus: *Acts 19:1-8. v 12 devoted men converted to the full truth. 
Opposition in the synagogue drove him to 
J/ the school of Tyrannus. 19: 9-12. Special! ! 
*13-18. False exorcists get in trouble. 
/..r' .• 
$8,00.0~. ) 1*19-20. 
A blessing to Paul's messa.ge & growth 
Many truly converted. Burned books. 
; •: .. :· .; . ~ , 
~ Trouble with Demetrius & the silversmith's. 
;..;, V. 23-41. Towncl erk: WE ARE IN DANGER! 
Paul l~tt for Macedonia & Greece. 
D. HIS RETURN TRIP. 20:16-17. 
y' His message to the elders: 
1 . Preached the whole gospel. v. 18-21. 
2 . P~edicts his imprisonment. 22-23. 
3 . He vindicates himself. V. 24-27. 
4 . His charge to the elders: V. 28 -. 
5. Re aso n f o r the cha r ge : Fa lse t eachers 
dev e l op f r om AMONG '!HEM! V. y . 2 9-31 . 
6. His commendation of them. v. 32-38. 
II . PAUL ' S YERS FOR THE EPHESIAN BRETHREN. 
A. Eph. 1:3-15. His great thanksgiving. 
B.*1:16-23. His first prayer for them. J~ 
*3:14-19. His second prayer for them. ~":'\ .... 
C. Eight blessings mentioned in these prayers: V 
18. 
~~; 
1. WISDOM granted so they understand the revelation 
I :17, 
2. KJ:iQWLEDCIB of the hope of their calling. 1:18. 
3 . 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Know the greatness of His .EO.,WER for beli.~vers .19' 
Divine STRENGTH for their soul. 3:16 . 
-.:: 
INDWELLING of Christ in their hearts. 3:17 . 
Their LOVE may be stable. 3:17. 
COMPREHENSION of the 4-dimensional love of God. 
Filled with the FULLNESS of God. v. 19. 
III. PAUL'S PRAYER EXPLAINED: A saved people. 2:8-10.* 
A •.•• SPIRIT OF SDO.M. 1:17. 
1. DEFINED:a. rue wisdom 
best worth knowing; 
best worth doing! ! " 
,, ,, 
GR . SKILL. 
i s to KNOW what is 
and to.DO what is 
Humphrey . 
..£..:_ "Common-sense in an uncommon degree is 
what the world calls wisdom." Coleridge. 
£..,:."The wisest man is generally he who thinks 
himself the least so." . Boil-eau. 
Ill . True i~ fishermen. Greatest seem to 
know the least, vet catch the most. Hise 
enough to know that conditions may NOT be 
the same, although they APPEAR the same. 
2. The Ephesians, although in a highly educated 
climate, needed WISDOM in SPIRITUAL matters. 
Note*Heb. 5:12-14. This was for converts 
everywhere!!! Note:*I Cor. 12:1-8. 
3 • A. A. Hodge: ~·He is wise who knows the SOURCES 
of knowledges--who knows what has been written 
and" where it is to be founa." 
.. .!1.1· The greatest value of a college education. 
Learn what wisdom there is in this wor l d , ·vr:o 
wrote i t , and in what li rary it may be found . 
Graduate work: One text book-maybe. 
Hours and hours in the library reading, reavLng 
and reading; books, magazines, micro-film etc . 
CONCLUSION: Today's wisdom is found in two 
scriptures: *Col. 3:16-17. *James 1:5-8. 
·fJf:,~:- Paul's prayer for the Ephesians .. page 2. 
\; 
TO GAIN: B. OWL.EDGE of the hope of their calling . 
. GR. EPI-GINOSIS or to know fully, to 
fully perceive; to recognize complete~ 
(jv.:L. 2. *v. 18. To be fully-persuaded regarding 
the HOPE of God's calling to them. 
I 1 . * Rom. 10 :13- 17. How knowledge come 
3. Paul wanted them to KNOW or BELIEVE as 
strongly as HE believed: 
* II Tim. 1:121 4. Whom I believe! 
* II Cor. 5:1-2. My future home! 
* I John 3:1-3. 
TO KNOW: C. Greatness of his POWER!!! 1:19. 
1. Their courage and boldness in the Chr. 
life was based on F~ITH in God's 
power to GIVE THEM ETERNAL LIFE. 
2. Proof offered: vs. 20. The power that 
raised Jesus~ Put him on the throne! 
A 1 so : v . 21-2 3 • 
3. *Rom. 6:1-7. The £ Ower of God which 
raised Jesus, will cleanse the sinner 
of his sins in the grave of baptism. 
4. They had already seen God's mighty 
power in Pau 's special miracles. 
*Acts 19:11-12. 
Prayed: D. E)TRENGTHENED by God's spirit within.3:16. 
How does a Christian KEEP God's spirit 
STRONGLY within him? What means??? 
a. Read the Word ·daily. Rom. 1:16. 
b. Study the Word daily. II Tim. 2:15. 
c. Pray daily. I Thess. 5:17.Sweetens. 
d. Teach someone daily. Greatest 
strengthener there is. Practice!!! 
Prayed: E. Jesus DWELL within them .... 3:17. 
1. How can Christ reside in the Christian? 
a. Read about Him often. John 20:30-31. 
b. Think about Him often. Concentrate. 
c. Pray through Him daily. 
d. Worship Him regularly-Lord's days. 
e. Speak about Hirn to others reg. 
It takes conscious mental exercise to 
keep Jesus dwelling in our hearts!!! 
Prayed: F. Their .LOVE be stable. 3: 17. 
GR: AGAPE. Unselfish, all-giving and all-
caring love for others. Greatest of all! 
3:18. 
G. COMP~SION of the 4-dimensional love of God 
1. BREADTH: John 3:16. All races, colors, 
nationalities, cultures and econ. levels. 
*Gal. 3:26-29. 
2. LENGTH: I John 4: 16. God is love. 
Gen. 1: 1. "In the BEGINNING LOVE .... " 
God has always loved and always will. 
Heb. 13:5-6. 
3. DEPTH: How low will God~s love reach to 
save? *Romans 5:6-8. To the lowest! 
John 4. John 8. Zacchaeus. Mary Mag. 
4. HEIGHT: High enough to reach the richest. 
High enough to reach the most arrogant. 
Bigh enough to reach the most intelligent. 
High enough to reach all in high places. 
Ps. 139:1-14. 
H, Be filled with t he FULLNESS of God. 
1. Think: The grandest person you have ever 
known! What were his/her characteristics? 
a. LOVE: Where did it come from? Faith! 
FAITH!!! _ Where did it come from:Bn lE 
BIBLE: Where did it come from? God! 
Our lives are full of God's blessings. 
Eph. 1:3. Jas. 1:17. II Pet. 1:3-4. 
CLOSE: Fitting climax to this study of prayer: 
~·""' -~-- Eph. 3: 20-21. 
PRAISE TO GOD! ! ! ! 
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